Listing and Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for contro lli ng operating an apparatus to 
control an external device via a data bus , said method comprising: 

detecting , via said apparatus, initiation of on e of a disconnection from said 
external device and a conn e ct i on to said e xt e rna l d e v i c e; 

providing a first command s i gna l to i nterrupt operation of said oxtorna l 
dovico via a data buo i f sa i d i n i t i ation of said disconnootion from sa i d oxtorna l 
dovioo i s d e t e ct e d; and 

provid i ng a cocond command s i gnal to rocumo tho operat i on of said 
oxtornal dov i co via sa i d data bus i f sa i d i n i t i ation of said connoction to sa i d 
e xt e rna l d e v i c e i s dotoctod 

determining, via said apparatus, if said external device is in a play mode 
after said initiation of said disconnection from said external device is detected; 

automaticallv providing a pause command signal from said apparatus to 
said external device via said data bus if said external device is determined to be 
in said plav mode: and 

disconnecting said apparatus from said external device after providing 
said pause command signal . 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprised of: 
detecting , via said apparatus, an interruption of power to said apparatus : 
detecting , via said apparatus, a restoration of said power to said 

apparatus : 

determining whether , via said apparatus, if said external device is 
selected as an initial input of said apparatus responsive to said restoration of said 
power; and 
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automatically providing sa i d cocond a play command signal from said 
apparatus to said external device via said data bus if said external device is 
selected as said initial input. 

3. (previously presented) The method of claim 2, wherein said data bus 
includes an IEEE-1394 bus. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 2, wherein said fifst pause 
command signal and said sooond play command signal are AV/C protocol 
signals. 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , whoro i n: 

said d i cconnoct i on from sa i d oxtornal dov i oo i c dotoctod rocponcivo to a 
f i rst ucor input; and 

sa i d connect i on to said oxtorna l dovico i s dotoctod rosponcivo to a 
second ucor input further comprised of: 

connecting to said external device: 

determining if said external device is in a pause mode after connecting to 
said external device: and 

automatically providino a plav command signal to said external device via 
said data bus if said external device is in said pause mode . 

6. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein said external 
device is a digital recording/reproduction device. 

7. (currently amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

input/output means for connecting said apparatus to an external device via 
a data bus; 

processing means for detecting initiation of one of a disconnection from 
said external device and a oonnoot i on to said oxtornal dov i co ; and 
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wherein said input/output means automatically outputs a lifst pause 
command signal to interrupt operation of said external device via said data bus if 
said procosG i ng moans dotocto caid in i tiation of caid d i sconnoot i on from ca i d 
e xterna l d e v i c e , and outputs a second command s i gna l to r e sum e th e op e rat i on 
of sa i d external dev i c e v i a caid data bus if caid procossing moans dotocts sa i d 
i nit i ation of ca i d connect i on to said apparatus determines that said external 
device is in a plav mode after said initiation of said disconnection from said 
external device is detected bv said processing means . 

8. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein: 

said processing means determines wh e th e r if said external device is 
selected as an initial input of said apparatus responsive to an interruption and 
restoration of power to said apparatus; and 

said input/output means automaticallv outputs caid second a plav 
command signal to said external device via said data bus after said restoration of 
said power to said apparatus if said external device is selected as said initial 
input of said apparatus. 

9. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein said data bus 
(3Q> includes an IEEE-13g4 bus. 

10. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein said fifst 
pause command signal and said second plav command signal are AV/C pretecol 
signals. 

11. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein said 
procossing moans dotocts said i n i t i ation of sa i d d i sconnect i on from sa i d externa l 
d e v i c e r e spons i v e to a first usor input to said apparatus, and d e t e cts sa i d 
i nit i at i on of sa i d conn e ct i on to sa i d e xt e rna l d e vice responsiv e to a second us e r 
i nput to sa i d apparatus apparatus connects to said external device via said data 
bus, and said input/output means automaticallv outputs a plav command signal 
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to said external device via said data bus if said apparatus determines that said 
external device is in a pause mode after connecting to said apparatus . 

12. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein said 
external device is a digital recording/reproduction device. 

13. (currently amended) A television signal receiver, comprising: 

an input/output terminal operative to connect said television signal 
receiver to an external device via a data bus; 

a processor operative to detect initiation of ono of a disconnection from 
said external device and a connoGt i on to sa i d e xt e rna l d e v i c e; and 

wherein said input/output terminal automatically outputs a fH=st pause 
command signal to i nterrupt operation of said external device via said data bus if 
s aid proc e ssor dotoots sa i d i n i t i at i on of sa i d d i sconn e ct i on from sa i d e xt e rna l 
dov i co, and outputs a cooond command s i gna l to rocumo tho operat i on of sa i d 
oxtorna l dov i co v i a said data bus i f said prooocsor dotoots sa i d i n i tiat i on of said 
conn e ction to said television signal receiver determines that said external device 
is in a play mode after said initiation of said disconnection from said external 
device is detected by said processor . 

14. (currently amended) The television signal receiver of claim 13, 
wherein: 

said processor determines whothor jf said external device is selected as 
an initial input of said television signal receiver responsive to an interruption and 
restoration of power to said television signal receiver; and 

said input/output terminal automatically outputs sa i d cooond a play 
command signal to said external device via said data bus after said restoration of 
said power to said television signal receiver if said external device is selected as 
said initial input of said television signal receiver. 
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15. (previously presented) The television signal receiver of claim 14, 
wherein said data bus includes an IEEE-1394 bus. 

16. (currently amended) The television signal receiver of claim 14, 
wherein said fifst pause command signal and said cooond plav command signal 
are AV/C protocol signals. 

17. (currently amended) The television signal receiver of claim 13, 
wherein said prooossor detects sa i d i n i t i ation of said disoonnoot i on from sa i d 
oxtornal dov i co rosponcivo to a firct user input to caid to l ovicion s i gnal rocoivor, 
and dotocts sa i d in i t i at i on of sa i d connect i on to said e xt e rna l d e v i co r e spons i v e 
to a cocond user input to said tolov i c i on signa l roco i vor television signal receiver 
connects to said external device via said data bus, and said input/output terminal 
automaticallv outputs a plav command signal to said external device via said 
data bus if said television signal receiver determines that said external device is 
in a pause mode after connecting to said television signal receiver . 

18. (previously presented) The television signal receiver of claim 13, 
wherein said external device is a digital recording/reproduction device. 



6 



